Summer Reading Assignment for AP English Language Arts & Composition
Note: Journal Writings must be submitted on/before September 9, 2022

Go to z library.com and create an account. It is free

I.

Download and read American Dirt by Jeannine Cummins.

Upon completion, view the following Here is The Stream’s “What’s So Controversial about ‘American Dirt’?” video.
https://youtu.be/G-o7ZnmxDUg

Writing Assignment:
Written responses to the posed questions should appear in your journal. Use complete sentences
and write legibly.
Do you agree or disagree with the assertions in the video? Why or why not? What
counterarguments would you make to this video’s assertions? Why?

II.

Download and read We Are The Weather by Jonathan Safron Foer

Upon completion, view the following –
https://youtu.be/ExNpnukxB2Q

Writing Assignment:

Are You a Climate Change Denier or Do You Just Act Like
One?
“So-called climate change deniers reject the conclusion that 97 percent of climate
scientists have reached: the planet is warming because
of human activities. But what about those of us who say we accept the reality of humancaused climate change? We may not think the scientists are lying, but are we able to
believe what they tell us? Such a belief would surely awaken us to the urgent ethical
imperative attached to it, shake our collective conscience, and render us willing to make
small sacrifices in the present to avoid cataclysmic ones in the future.
“Intellectually accepting the truth isn’t virtuous in and of itself. And it won’t save us. As a
child,
I was often told, ‘you know better’ when I did something I shouldn’t have done. Knowing
was the difference between a mistake and an offense.
“If we accept a factual reality (that we are destroying the planet), but are unable to
believe it, we are no better than those who deny the existence of human-caused climate
change—just as Felix Frankfurter was no better than those who denied the existence of
the Holocaust. And when the future distinguishes between these two kinds of denial,
which will appear to be a grave error and which an unforgivable crime?”
Foer, p20-21

“Thou shall not be a perpetrator, thou shall not be a victim, and thou shall never, but
never, be a bystander.”
Yehuda Bauer, historian and scholar of the Holocaust

Written responses to the posed questions should appear in your journal. Use complete sentences
and write legibly.
What do you think of the parallels Foer draws between Holocaust deniers and climate
change deniers – and between “knowing” and “believing” as they apply to both? Do you
find them useful? Inappropriate? Accurate?
In what ways are you a perpetrator, a victim, and/or a bystander in relation to climate
change?

Busted? What might it look like to act as if you really did believe in climate change? How
would your day-to-day life change? How would our society change if we acted
collectively on this belief?
What do you make of this combination of innocence and complicity? How can someone
lack intent but still be culpable?

How significant did you feel regarding your ability to impact climate change (both for
better and for worse) before reading We Are the Weather? Did the book impact your
sense of significance?

“Climate change is the greatest crisis humankind has ever faced, and it is a crisis that
will always
be simultaneously addressed together and faced alone. We cannot keep the kinds of
meals we have known and also keep the planet we have known. We must either let some
eating habits go or let the planet go. It is that straightforward, that fraught.

Rabbi Mark Cohn, after reading We Are the Weather, reflected: “Adam and Eve chose to
eat the apple and as a result they had to leave the Garden of Eden. If we keep supporting
the factory farming industry—we will be forced to leave the garden and there might not
be a garden left at all.” After reading the book and having some conversation, do you feel
compelled to make a decision now?
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